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A Comparative Study of the Sericultural Villages

in Southern India

Terumichi Osako

This paper is a result of my studies of the contrast between the
sericultural area under rain-fed (non-irrigated) conditions and the area
under irrigated conditions in southern Karnataka State. It makes clear
the characteristics of each sericultural areas by studies of two sericul-
tural villages, Mudulapura Village (Mysore District) and Kadagatoor
Village (Kolar District), under each conditions.

In the sericultural area under rain-fed conditions, in general, the
ratio of mulberry fields on the cultivated acreage is very high and so
an acreage of mulberry field farmer has is large. The productivity of
mulberry fields is low and unstable, because the production of the fields
depends on a few and unsettled rain-fall. The popularization of improve-
ment breeds on mulberry and silkworm is slow, and the species are
almost still native.

While in the area under irrigated conditions, generally, acreage and
ratio of mulberry fields farmer has are small, but the land productivity
is very high. And then the sericulturists at the irrigated area have more
number of times on rearing silkworms than the non-irrigated area and
in utilization of tools and labours they have more.

Relatively the sericulture in rain-fed area is labour-saving and in
irrigated area is labour-intensive.

So, in both areas, the attitude of each sericulturists—their way of
thinking to sericulture and standing of mulberry on the land utilization,
are very different. In rain-fed area the mulberry trees are held as a
good crop to dry land, but in the irrigated area mulberry trees are
cultivated as a crop for irrigation by way of high productivity and
profit.
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As above mentioned, in the rain-fed area the latio of mulberry fields
are very high, but in the irrigated area are low. In non-irrigated area
sericulturists make use of lands for mulberry fields except for self-
supporting crops land (we can see instances whole land are mulberry
fields) and in irrigated area mulberry fields are small, but land produc-
tivity is very high, then in both areas farmers get the highest income
on sericulture.

In the non-irrigated area the mulberry fields are decreasing with
progress of irrigation and the position of mulberry at the irrigation land
are changing to low for a link in the chain of the diversified farming,
whereas in the irrigated area the mulberry fields are extending, and
these tendencies are more clearing with modernization on the method
of irrigation—the introduction of artesian well (boring well).

Now then the conservative attitude of farmers to sericulture in the
area under rain-fed conditions and positiveness under irrigated condi-
tions attract our attention. The mulberry fields of the non-irrigated area
in Mysore District are decreasing. In this area the farmers cultivate
mulberry trees for the reason that mulberry can bear with drought, and
that farmers wish to introduce irrigation facilities. The farmers who
have irrigated fields in this area assume conservative attitude to sericul-
ture and some farmers sell mulberry leaves without rearing silkworms
(10 farmers in Mudulapura Village). On the wish of sericulturists to the
future the numbers of the preservation of status quo are more than the
magnification of scale on sericulture. However in irrigated area sericul-
turists have positiveness. As aforesaid the area of mulberry fields are
spreading and they have constructive will to the consolidation of facili-
ties (especially rearing room) and most of them wish to magnify the
scale of sericulture.

On the way, the southern Karnataka (Mysore, Mandya, Bangalore,
Kolar and Tumkur District) is a traditional sericultural region. In this
region the cocoon, raw-silk and silk-cloth production areas are in a
body, and famous Mysore silk are produced. In India from the independ-
ence the government (CSB) has promoted the silk industry, also Karna-
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taka State (DOS) has made an effort to enlarge the sericulture espe-
cially on the new area except for 5 Districts. In new area mulberry
trees were introduced from the start for irrigation crop, therefore all
mulberry fields in this area are irrigated. In traditional region (5 Dis-
tricts), originally the sericulture have been held mainly with dry-farming
(non-irrigated) for mulberry and in the small area mulberry fields have
been irrigated by open-wells and tanks. But in southern Karnataka ex-
cept for Mysore District sericulturists have had the new understanding
of mulberry as irrigation crop with modernization on the method of
irrigation, and the sericultur are fixing for irrigation agriculture. As this
region is originally a dry farming area, the irrigated sericulture coexist
with non-irrigated.
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